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that confind species of composition I conclude you would think powder thrown away.
If therefore, my Lord, you approve it, I wish you either to print & publish it with my name, or in any other way fully to disseminate it, as your Lordship shall think proper. For surely no quarter ought to be given to your soi-disant gentlemen scribblers of'such vile principles.
Your Lordship may perhaps recollect, that some years ago we differed in opinion about a Parliamentary "Reform, but I am convinced, that if an Association was now form'd (much different from that of the present Whig Club) to petition the House of Commons to exclude, instead of rotten buroughs, those of such rotten principles as this writer's, we should both of us very cordially give it our signature. Whether the present author represents such a burrough, or holds it in fee, I know not; but this I know, that his principles ought to be exposed before the next general election, that such honest freeholders, who detest the French Jacobins, may be led to make it a point of conscience not to vote for him; for in one of the worst parts of their worst of characters he ''clearly fraternises with them, this the six lines I have seen clearly evince, & I wish to read no more. I have the honour to be with true respect, My Lord,
Your Lordship's veteran
correspondent and devoted servant,
W. MASON.
N.B. I have no objection against this letter being printed quasi Epistle Prefatory, it cannot properly be calld a Dedication because there is no flattery in it.
To THE EARL OF OXFORD ETC. ETC.
SONNET on hearing that a long Poem was lately publishd presumingld be brought into company with that madman Lucretius. However I slept well, as (God be thank'd) I usually do, and this very morning awaking, a few thoughts struck me, which I have thrown into the form of a sonnet, & which I herewith present to your Lordship. More just satire than could be compriz'd inan intrigue with a Miss Walkinshaw, sister of the Bedchamber Woman to the Princess Dowager of Wales; & when He afterwards lived at Bouillon in France, he sent for her & had a Daughterollection of Old BaUadv, London, 1723, vol. i pp. 19-22), in which 'the King' would be Henry II, and ' Earl Marshal' William Marshal (c. 1146-1219), Earl of Pembroke. The King and Earlrdly cannibals' (see Memoirs of Gen. La Fayette, Lond. 1837, vol. iii- PP- 304-7).
